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LOAD SECUREMENT 
SECTION 13

• The winchline tail chain hook is designed to fit the winchline 
diameter when hooked or connected back to winchline (See 
Figure 1).  

• When used to pull or drag a load, the winchline tail chain 
may be wrapped around the load and the hook connected to 
the winchline. Also, when used to pull or drag a load over the 
tail board roller, the tail chain hook may be attached directly 
to the load at a connection point authorized by a competent 
rigger (See Figure 5). In either case, a visual verification 
of proper hook engagement is required during the entire 
operation.

• When used in overhead lifting applications, the winchline 
tail chain may be wrapped around the load and the hook 
connected to the winchline (See Figure 1).  Used in this 
manner, this connection provides the same load control 
advantages and limitations as a single leg wire rope sling 
basket or choker hitch. The winchline tail chain should 
contain and support the load from the sides, above center of 
gravity, so load remains under control.   
 A visual verification of proper hook engagement is required 
during the entire operation. 

• The tail chain hook has no provision for a latch; therefore, 
The Crosby Group, LLC. specifically recommends AGAINST 
placing the load, slings or other devices directly into the tail 
chain hook for the purpose of overhead lifting. A latch may 
be mandatory by regulations or safety codes: e.g. OSHA, 
MSHA, ASME B30, insurance, etc (See Figure 2).

If the above Crosby recommendation is disregarded and 
slings or other devices are placed directly into the tail 
chain hook, as a minimum ensure:

• Personnel shall stand clear of the suspended load.

• Visual verification of proper hook engagement is required 
in all cases.

• The sling or device should be centered in the base (bowl/
saddle) of the hook. 

• The user must assure connection to the hook is secure 
throughout the movement of the load.

• A designated competent rigger must verify that all 
appropriate rigging practices are followed for attachment 
and control of load.

• The winchline and tail chain links should always be protected 
from being damaged by sharp corners (See Figure 3).

• Chain links should not be twisted or kinked.

• Winchline or tail chain should not be pulled from under loads 
if the load is resting on winchline or tail chain.

• Winchline or tail chain that appears to be damaged should 
not be used unless inspected and accepted by a designated 
person.

• Never side load, back load, or tip load hook (See  
Figura 4).

• All portions of the human body should be kept from between 
the winchline / tail chain and load.

• Personnel shall stand clear of the suspended load.

• Shock loading should be avoided.

• Extreme Temperatura will reduce the performance of 
winchline tailchain.

• Normal operating Temperatura is -40°F to 400°F  
(-40°C to 204°C).
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