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Warning and Application Instructions For McKissick® Hook Latch Kit

VINYL COVERS

RETAINING RING
STEEL KEEPER RING

SPLIT NUT HALVES

Figure A

Figure B

WARNING
• Loads may disengage from hook if proper procedures are  

not followed.
• A falling load may cause serious injury or death.
• See OSHA Rule 1926.1431(g)(1)(i)(A) and 1926.1501(g)(4)(iv)

(B) for personnel hoisting for cranes and derricks. Only a 
Crosby or McKissick hook with a PL Latch attached and 
secured with bolt, nut and cotter (or Crosby Toggle Pin) or 
a Crosby hook with a S-4320 Latch attached and secured 
with a cotter pin, or a Crosby SHUR-LOC® hook in the 
locked position may be used for any personnel hoisting. A 
hook with a Crosby SS-4055 latch attached shall NOT be 
used for personnel lifting.

• Hook must always support the load. The load must never 
be supported by the latch.

• Do not use this latch in applications requiring non-sparking. 
• Read and understand these instructions before using hook  

and latch.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION - READ & FOLLOW
• Always inspect hook and latch before using.
• Never use a latch that is distorted or bent.
• Always make sure spring will force the latch against the tip of the 

hook.
• Always make sure hook supports the load. The latch must never 

support the load (See Figures 1 & 2).
• When placing two (2) sling legs in hooks, make sure the angle 

between the legs is less the 90° and if the hook or load is tilted, 
nothing bears against the bottom of this latch (See Figures 3 & 4).

• Latches are intended to retain loose sling or devices under  
slack conditions.

• Latches are not intended to be an anti-fouling device.
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Removal of Split-Nut assembly 
(Reference Figure A):

• Remove vinyl cover. 
• Remove spring retaining ring.
• Slide steel keeper ring off split nuts                         Removal 

of keeper ring will allow split nut halves to fall from hook 
shank).

• Remove split nut halves.

Inspection of split nut assembly and 
hook shank interface area 

(Reference Figure B):
• Inspect hook shank and split nut for signs of deformation on 

and adjacent to the load bearing surfaces.
• Inspect outside corner of hook shank load bearing surface to 

verify the corner is sharp. 
• Verify retaining ring groove will allow proper seating of the 

retaining ring.
• Inspect retaining ring for corrosion or deformation. Remove 

from service any retaining ring that has excessive corrosion or  
is deformed.

• Use fine grit emery or crocus cloth to remove any corrosion 
from machined hook shank and split nut assembly.

• Follow inspection recommendations listed in this document 
under IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION.

• If corrosion is present on the nut / shank interface area and 
deterioration or degradation of the metal components is 
evident, further inspection is required.
• The use of a feeler gauge is required to properly measure 

the maximum allowable gap width between the split nut 
inside diameters and shank outside diameters. 

• With one split nut half seated against the hook shank, push 
the nut to one side and measure the maximum gaps as 
shown in Figure B. The hook should be measured in four 
places,  90-degrees apart. 

• Repeat above inspection procedure with other half of  
split nut.

• Remove from service any hook and split nut assembly that 
exhibits a gap greater than 0.030”.

Installation of split nut assembly 
(Reference Figure A):

• Coat hook shank and inside of split nut with an anti-seize 
compound or heavy grease. 

• Install split nut halves onto shank. The flanged bottom of the 
split nut should be closest to the hook shoulder.

• Slide steel keeper ring over split nut halves. Verify the split nut 
halves properly seat against the load bearing surface of the 
hook shank and the steel keeper ring seats against the flange 
of the split nut.

• Install retaining ring onto split nut halves. Verify the retaining 
ring seats properly in the retaining ring groove on the outside 
diameter of the split nut assembly.

• Install vinyl cover over split nut and hook shank assembly.
• Verify all fasteners are correctly installed. 
• Always use Genuine Crosby replacement parts.  

CAUTION


